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Development of Information Superhighway and Internet in Hong Kong





The Internet is an interconnection network of computers, telecommunication networks, databases, services and applications that will make electronic information widely available and accessible. Internet is formed based on a set of open standards which interconnects seamlessly and efficiently independent from its underlying platforms regardless whether it is Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN), Local Area Network or TV Cable. As more and more networks linked up to Internet, more individuals, businesses and governments will use Internet  to communicate, to trade, to shop, and to receive services and benefits. 


As technologies continue to evolves and different sectors of the community continue to contribute to the development of the network, the Internet will become the backbone of the Information Superhighway of Hong Kong.


The rapid development of  Internet and its infrastructure is mainly due to the open connectivity of the network and the contribution of private firms. However, its continual development cannot rely solely on private sector initiatives alone. The government must take initiative to co-ordinate with the business, the academic and the public sector to promote the development of communication infrastructure which requires long-term planning and massive investment, and to ensure conditions of fair-market competition allowing for healthy growth of the Net while keeping cost of services at an affordable level.


Hong Kong Internet Service Provider Association urges the government to aggressively participate in promoting the use of Internet, making it an efficient engine of economic development and  growth. The government should avoid restricting the development of Internet in giving careful consideration to issues such as content control. The infrastructure of the network should be keep as open as possible, allowing information to flow through the network without boundaries in a secure and efficiently way.


The government should form an executive committee composed of key representatives of government departments that play a major role in the development and application of information and telecommunications technologies. The committee will work closely with the business, the academic and the publics.


There are several actions that the government may take :-


Act as a catalyst to promote technological innovation and new applications.


Promote seamless and user-driven operation of the Internet. Government will ensure that users can transfer information across networks or national boundary easily and efficiently.


To ensure a fair and equitable legal system that is conducive to exchange of information while protecting the rights of individuals against intrusion of privacy, rights against intrusion of undesirable material and intellectual property rights


Ensure information security and network reliability. Security is critical to the development and operation of a viable Information Superhighway. Without the confidence that information will go where and when it is supposed to go, and nowhere else, the Information Superhighway will not be used to support health, education, commerce, public services, and advanced communications to the fullest extent.


To ensure that fair-market competition will prevail that encourages free enterprise which is the building block of the Information Superhighway; including the development of telecommunications infra-structure of which the Internet is an integral part. Specifically, the dismantling of artificial trade barriers such as the monopoly of international telecommunications will become essential to allow the development of a cost-effective telecommunication infra-structure.


There are vast quantities of information exist in government agencies, the government should ensure these information resources are available to all the publics at reasonable or no cost. 


Promote Hong Kong as the regional Internet hub  among Asia to maintain the competitive advantage of Hong Kong in telecommunication.  


Another Advisory Council can also be formed which includes representatives from the information industry, public interest groups to advise the Executive Committee on issues relating to the Information Infrastructure.


Information is a critical economic resources for industries like information technology, manufacturing, trading and many others. The technology to manipulate and transport information is strategic for the growth of our economy and to keep ourselves competitive in the worldwide marketplace.
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